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TREATY ON THE PREVENTION OF THE PLACEMENT OF WEAPONS
IN OUTER SPACE, THE THREAT OR USE OF FORCE AGAINST
OUTER SPACE OBJECTS

The States Patrties to this Treaty,

Reaffirming that outer space plays an ever-incrgpsple in the future
development of humankind,

Emphasizing the rights to explore and use outecesiigeely for peaceful
purposes,

Interested in keeping outer space from turning @toarena for military
confrontation, in assuring security in outer spaod safe functioning of space
objects,

Recognizing that prevention of the placement of peea and of an arms
race in outer space would avert a grave dangent®mational peace and security,

Desiring to keep outer space as a sphere whereeapom of any kind
Is placed,

Noting that the existing agreements on arms condmod disarmament
relevant to outer space, including the bilaterasyrand the existing legal regimes
concerning the use of outer space play a positilein exploration of outer space
and in regulating outer space activities, and shdae strictly complied with;
although they are unable to effectively preventplecement of weapons and an
arms race in outer space,

Recalling the resolution of the General Assemblytleg United Nations
“Prevention of an arms race in outer space”, whertey alia, a conviction was
expressed in the need for examination of furthemsuees in the search for
effective and verifiable bilateral and multilateesgreements in order to prevent an
arms race in outer space,

Have agreed on the following:

Article |

For the purpose of this Treaty:

a) the term “outer space” means space beyond tlewaten of
approximately 100 km above ocean level of the Earth

b) the term “outer space object” means any dewdesigned for functioning
in outer space, being launched into an orbit arcamgcelestial body, or being in
the orbit around any celestial body, or on any st&lebody except the Earth, or
leaving the orbit around any celestial body towatds celestial body, or moving
from any celestial body towards another celestayb or placed in outer space by
any other means;

c) the term “weapons in outer space” means anycdeplaced in outer
space, based on any physical principle, speciatlydyced or converted to
eliminate, damage or disrupt normal function ofeah$ in outer space, on the
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Earth or in its air, as well as to eliminate popiola components of biosphere
critical to human existence or inflict damage terth

d) a weapon will be considered as “placed” in ojgace if it orbits the
Earth at least once, or follows a section of suthbrbit before leaving this orbit, or
Is stationed on a permanent basis somewhere in spdee;

e) the “use of force” or “threat of force” mean amgstile actions against
outer space objects including, inter alia, thoseed at their destruction, damage,
temporarily or permanently injuring normal functiog, deliberate alteration of the
parameters of their orbit, or the threat of thest@as.

Article Il

States Parties undertake not to place in orbitratdhe Earth any objects
carrying any kind of weapons, not to install suaapons on celestial bodies, and
not to station such weapons in outer space in #mfr ananner; not to resort to the
threat or use of force against outer space objectsto assist or encourage other
states, groups of states or international organizaitto participate in activities
prohibited by the Treaty.

Article 11l

Each State Party shall take all necessary measoirpgevent any activity
prohibited by the Treaty on its territory or in aother place under its jurisdiction
or control.

Article IV

Nothing in this Treaty can be interpreted as impgdhe rights of the States
Parties to explore and use outer space for peapefposes in accordance with
international law, which include but are not lingiteo the Charter of the United
Nations and the Outer Space Treaty.

Article V

Noting in this Treaty can be construed as impediregrealization by the
States Parties of the sovereign right for self-dedein accordance with Article 51
of the Charter of the United Nations.

Article VI

With a view to facilitate assurance of complianathwhe Treaty provisions
and to promote transparency and confidence-buildinguter space activities the
States Parties shall practice on a voluntary basiess agreed otherwise, agreed
confidence-building measures.
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Measures of verification of compliance with theedty may be the subject
of an additional protocol.

Article VII

When a dispute arises between States Parties comgehe application or
the interpretation of the provisions of this Tredtye parties concerned shall first
consult together with a view to settling the digply negotiation and cooperation.

When the parties concerned do not come to an agrdeaiiter consultation,
the disputed situation that has arisen may berexfdp the Executive organization
of the Treaty along with provision of the relevanjumentation.

Each State Party shall undertake to cooperate enstttlement of the
disputed situation that has arisen with the Exgeutrganization of the Treaty.

Article VIII

To promote the implementation of the objectives #rel provisions of the
Treaty, States Parties shall establish the Exezatiganization of the Treaty which
shall:

a) receive for consideration inquiries by any SRaety or a group of States
Parties related to the grounds that have arisérelieve that the violation of the
Treaty by any State Party is taking place;

b) consider matters concerning the compliance thghobligations taken by
States Parties;

C) organize and conduct consultations with theeSPatrties with the view to
settle down the situation that has arisen in commeevith the violation of a State
Party of the Treaty;

d) take measures to put an end to the violatiothefTreaty by any State
Party.

The title, status, specific functions and formsvadrk of the Executive
organization of the Treaty shall be the subjecianfadditional protocol to the
Treaty.

Article 1X

International intergovernmental organizations maketpart in the Treaty.
Provisions defining variants and modalities of thparticipation in the Treaty shall
be the subject of an additional protocol to thealye

Article X
Any State Party may propose amendments to the ylréae text of any

proposed amendment shall be submitted to the Deppsivho shall promptly
circulate it to all States Parties. Upon the retjoést least one third of the States
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Parties, the Depository Governments shall convermrderence to which all
States Parties shall be invited to consider thpgsed amendment.

Any amendment to the Treaty shall be approved magority of the votes
of the States Parties. The amendment shall erttefarce for all the States Parties
in accordance with the procedures of the entryfiotoe of the Treaty.

Article XI

The Treaty shall be of unlimited duration.

Each State Party shall in exercising its nationakseignty have the right to
withdraw from the Treaty if it decides that extrdioary events, related to the
subject matter of this Treaty, have jeopardizedstif@eme interests of its country.
It shall notify the Depository in written form ofi¢ decision taken six months in
advance of the withdrawal from the Treaty.

Article XIlI

The Treaty shall be opened for signature by alleStat the United Nations
headquarters in New York. Any State which did nghghe Treaty before its entry
into force may accede to it at any time.

The Treaty shall be subject to ratification by sigmy States in accordance
with their constitutional norms. Instruments ofiffeation or accession shall be
deposited with the Secretary-General of the Unilations, who is hereby
designated the Depository of the Treaty.

Article XIlII

The Treaty shall enter into force upon the depaditinstruments of
ratification by twenty States, including all PerraahMember States of the United
Nations Security Council.

For States whose instruments of ratification oreasmn are deposited after
the entry into force of the Treaty, it shall entéo force on the date of the deposit
of their instruments of ratification or accession.

Article XIV

The Treaty, of which the Arabic, Chinese, Engliginench, Russian and
Spanish texts are equally authentic, shall be degabwith the Secretary-General
of the United Nations, who shall send duly certifeopies thereof to all signatory
and acceding States.



